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latter post of what had occurred nearly a fortnight before
in the former. The Indians were accordingly allowed to
enter the fort, and when it was least expected, they
rushed on the French, who were only seventeen in all;
they had not even time to attempt to defend themselves,
and not one escaped. These savages spared the lives
only of four women and five children, whom they made
slaves. One of Father Souel's murderers at once put on
his cassock, and in this attire proceeded to announce to
the Natchez the massacre of all the French settlers on
their river.! The Corrois joined them in this expedition.
The Offogoulas were then on a hunt; on their return
they were strongly urged to enter the plot; but they stea-
dily refused, and withdrew to the Tonicas, whom they
knew to be of all the Indians the most inviolably attached
to the French.

Some suspicion of this last calamity was already enter-
tained at New Orleans, when the arrival of the Jesuit
Father Doutrelean,” missionary to the Illinois, dispelled
all further doubts. This religious had taken the period of
his Indians’ winter hunt to come down to the capital, and
there arrange some affairs connected with his mission.
On the first day of the year 1730, he wished to say mass
at Father Souel’s, being ignorant of his death ; but as he
feared that he would not get there till after noon, he re-
solved to celebrate the Holy Mysteries at the mouth of
the Yazoo River. While he was making ready, a peria-
gua of Indians arrived at the same spot; when asked to
what nation they belonged, they replied that they were
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1726, and was killed December 11,
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